NBC Elder’s Statement
MALE LEADERSHIP IN CORPORATE WORSHIP

The elders of Noblesville Baptist Church affirm the equality of men and women as image bearers of our Triune God (Gen.
1:26-27). Moreover, we rejoice in God’s complementary design of both sexes (Gen. 2:18-25). God commissioned and
equipped Adam and Eve to be fruitful, multiply, fill, subdue, and exercise dominion over the earth (Gen. 1:28). While
men and women have many distinguishing qualities, they share a unified purpose.

As we study the New Testament, we see how God saves, gifts, and employs both men and women into his service (Mt
28:18-20). Both Christian men and women have a responsibility to use their spiritual gifts in the life of the local church
within the boundaries provided in the Word of God (1 Pet 4:10-11). We support the women of Noblesville Baptist Church
exercising their gifts for the edification of the body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:7).

In Scripture we find women engaged in various works such as making coats for widows in Joppa (Acts 9:36-39),
discipling others alongside their husbands in Ephesus (Acts 18:26), mentoring younger women within the church at Crete
(Tit. 2:3-6), and praying and prophesying in Corinth (I Cor. 11:5). Women comprise a significant portion of the
membership of the local church (Acts 5:14) and are expected to exercise their gifts as members of the one body of Christ
(Eph. 4:1-16).

Additionally, we recognize that Scripture promotes the spiritual leadership of men within the gathered assembly. This is
seen through God’s call for male leadership within church homes (Eph. 5:22-6:4) as well as within the assembly of church
families (1 Tim. 3:2; 1 Tim. 3:12; 1 Tim. 2:8; 1 Tim. 2:11-15). We affirm that the office of elder is reserved for men who
meet the qualifications found in I Tim. 3 and Titus 1. Scripture explicitly restricts women from teaching and exercising
authority over men in the gathered assembly (I Tim. 2:11-12). Additionally, instruction from the Word of God in the
mixed assembly, including the service leading task of the liturgist, is to be carried out by such men.

With regard to liturgical prayers, we view them as leading the congregation in a representative fashion in prayer to the
Lord when the church is gathered for congregational worship on Sunday mornings, at members’ meetings, and other
special whole-church assemblies. Therefore, to avoid confusion and to protect our women from exercising authority over
men, we prefer that those prayers be led by men selected by the elders. As our women exercise their gifts in our gathered
assemblies, care is taken to guard them from exercising authority over the men (I Cor. 11:5; 1 Cor. 14:29-35). Moreover,
children will not be tasked with leading in corporate prayers.

The elders praise God for many godly women that serve at Noblesville Baptist Church in diverse ways and for their
careful attention to scriptural principles as they do. It is our desire to encourage and support our women as they serve the
Lord alongside the men and children of our church. We are blessed as a church for their ministry. We acknowledge,
appreciate, and encourage their continued service to God at NBC, as we all seek to carry on the activities of the local
church in submission to Scripture.




